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INTRODUCTION FOREWORD BY CHAIR

Our 2021/22 Annual Review is published 
slightly later than usual to include an update 
on the Tapestry Way Study.  This Study looks 
at the challenges many towns across the U.K. 
face and at potential regeneration and public 
realm investments that would contribute to 
a more Vibrant Gala.  We believe that this 
strategic study will place Galashiels in a strong 
position to attract further funding support 
over the next few years.

The past 12 months saw a slow return towards normality with 
the introduction of Covid-19 vaccines, with continuing challenges 
for everyone as new variants of the virus appeared. Now, as we 
approach Summer 2022, we are all learning to live with a virus that 
is not going away.

This has not halted progress with our efforts to contribute to town 
centre regeneration. Following the pilot Build a Better Gala 1 project, 
the Vibrant Gala Plan (a 3-year plan to continue regeneration 
initiatives) was developed and gained support from both South of 
Scotland Enterprise (SoSE) and Scottish Borders Council (SBC).

By the end of March 2022, Energise Galashiels Trust had completed 
a number of projects which we entitled Build a Better Gala 2 
(BBG2), many of which are outlined in this Review.

These projects were made possible with the funding support from 
SoSE and SBC, and with additional support from Scotland’s Towns 
Partnership. In the 12 months to the end of March 2022, Energise 
Galashiels Trust completed over £300,000 of projects designed to 
help create a Vibrant Gala.

For this Annual Review, we have opted to publish several  
extracts from our regular Galashiels Heartland of the  
Borders Newsletter and encourage everyone to sign up  
to receive all the latest news as we develop and deliver  
new regeneration projects.

As always, my thanks go to the host of volunteers who  
make possible all of what Energise Galashiels Trust achieves.

Michael M. Gray 
Chair – Energise Galashiels Trust

Right: 
The new Shepherd's Check 
mural on Douglas Bridge. 

Click here to sign up to the newsletter.

https://eepurl.com/gn3hlP
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TAPESTRY WAY STUDY Some of the exciting ideas made in the community-led Tapestry  
Way Study will now be explored and developed further thanks to  
a £375,000 investment this financial year from local agencies, South 
of Scotland Enterprise (SoSE) and Scottish Borders Council (SBC).
 
The study was commissioned last year by Energise Galashiels Trust 
with support from SoSE and the Council. It explored the best way 
to enhance Douglas Bridge and Channel Street to create a Tapestry 
Way – from the town’s Transport Interchange to the new Great 
Tapestry of Scotland visitor attraction, and around the town centre.
 
The study, which involved extensive consultation with local 
community representatives and members of the public, provided 
a series of findings on the current position of Galashiels, and 
recommendations to help continue the regeneration of the  
town centre.
 
These included the opportunity for Galashiels to become more 
service-oriented and focussed on the local community first and 
foremost – particularly young people and family groups.

Click here to view a copy of the 
Tapestry Way Study.

Consultation day at The Great Tapestry of Scotland.

https://galashielsheartland.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Tapestry-Way-Regeneration-Study-Action-Plan_web.pdf
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MAROON'D 2021 Maroon’d @ Gala was an innovative community event involving 
around 800 participants that took place at Netherdale, Galashiels,  
on Saturday 21st August 2021.
 
Providing a nationwide rugby showcase, Maroon’d @ Gala brought 
together players at every level from primary school age through to 
under-14s, under-16s, under-18s, senior and ladies’ sections. 
 
Taking place alongside football and running events and culminating 
in the final of the famous Gala 7s, it was an inclusive celebration of 
sport.
 
In addition to the showpiece sporting event, there were live bands, 
street food, themed drinks areas and fun zones.
 
The event – which was free – was attended by around 3,500-4,000 
people.
 
Maroon’d @ Gala was organised by a dedicated team at Gala Rugby. 
The event received significant financial support from Energise 
Galashiels Trust on the basis that it offered the potential for positive 
economic impact in Galashiels town centre.
 

Right: Maroon'd @ Gala at Netherdale.
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SPINNING A YARN A YARN WORTH SPINNING

A new community-led exhibit, funded by Energise Galashiels Trust, 
telling the people’s story of one of the world’s leading textile 
regions was on display for the first time in The Great Tapestry of 
Scotland’s five-star visitor centre in Galashiels this year as part of 
Visit Scotland's Year of Stories 2022.

Developed by leading academics at Heriot-Watt University’s School 
of Textiles and Design alongside local textile enthusiasts, the exhibit 
will feature new Borders-inspired textile designs and an exclusive 
Borders textiles documentary by Jedburgh Grammar School 
alumni Ruidi Collins (now a producer with award-winning film-
makers Redeeming Features, whose work in recent years includes 
a Netflix US and Amazon Prime feature film and a feature-length 
documentary about improving mental health in sport, ‘Ten Count,’ 
starring Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson.). 

The exhibit centres around a series of Borders-inspired textiles, 
clothing and interior designs by some of the University’s leading 
textile and design students. Each of the designs reinforces how 
textile heritage can be used to narrate, design and generate 
sustainable futures for Galashiels and the wider Scottish Borders. 

The short film charts the town’s textile heritage and uncovers some 
unique hidden gems along the way, including the textile murals 
featured in the Lucy Sanderson Hall.

Above: 
Students from the Heriot-Watt University School of Textiles & Design 
show off their creations at the Great Tapestry of Scotland.

Explaining the significance to Galashiels Heartland of the Borders. 
Mike Gray, Chair of Energise Galashiels Trust said: “From humble 
beginnings, Galashiels and the Scottish Borders built a global 
reputation for quality fabric and design. The textile industry was 
the major employer in the region, shaping townscapes, social and 
economic history, and culture. It is incredibly apt that A Yarn Worth 
Spinning continues this rich story and shines a spotlight on all that is 
great about our town, past, present and future, and further supports 
other regeneration initiatives which Energise Galashiels Trust is 
delivering in our town centre.”
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The only woman from Galashiels who died during active service in 
World War II was remembered with the publication of the revised 
edition of the town’s Book of Commemoration.

Fay T. Currie, an aircraftwoman 2nd class, WAAF, was only 23 years 
old when she lost her life on the 7th September 1944, following an 
illness while serving her country. Fay passed away at Bridge of Earn 
and is interred at Galashiels Eastlands Cemetery.

BOOK OF 
COMMEMORATION

Click here to view the updated 
Book of Commemoration online.

Fay T. Currie

A GALA WOMAN LOST IN WORLD WAR II 
IS REMEMBERED

The group of volunteers who research and revise the Book of 
Commemoration is keen to continue the work in making each entry 
as detailed as possible, telling the story of each of the town's WWI 
and WWII fallen. 

If you have information or photos of anyone listed in the town's 
Book of Commemoration, please don't hesitate to get in touch by 
emailing hello@galashielsheartland.org.uk.

As part of the Vibrant Gala Plan, Energise Galashiels Trust organised 
a unique opportunity for businesses and community organisations 
who are members of the Galashiels Heartland of the Borders 
website, to take part in a one-to-one digital skills training session, 
designed to support them with website development, social media 
management and email marketing. The sessions were delivered in 
partnership with Borders College.

DIGITAL SUPPORT SUPPORT FOR MEMBER BUSINESSES AND 
ORGANISATIONS 

https://issuu.com/energisegalashielstrust/docs/2020-book-of-commemoration
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SCOTS HOOSE'S TAKE ON COULTER'S 
CANDY

COULTER'S CANDY

Animators, an artist, a singer, and a hundred or so pupils from 
across four Galashiels primary schools worked together through 
the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic to create a stunning 
animation of the classic Coulter's Candy nursery rhyme.

Following the unveiling of Angela Hunter's statues of Robert Coltart, 
and two wee bairns, in Galashiels in 2019, Matthew Fitt from Scots 
Hoose, a learning and creativity project specialising in the Scots 
language, was inspired to create a high-quality resource of Coulter's 
Candy for schools.

Pupils from St Peter’s Primary, Burgh Primary, Glendinning Primary 
and Balmoral Primary and local artist and teacher, Shona Lenaghan, 
were involved in the creative project. Shona's beautiful artwork 
provided the material for artist Jonathan Charles to create the 
stunning animation, with illustrations designed by pupils from the 
four schools adding to the colourful piece of work.

The story of Robert Coltart, and the famous 'advertising jingle' 
he sang to promote his aniseed-flavoured confectionery, is world-
famous, and is celebrated as part of Galashiels heritage, as Robert 
lived in the town.

 Animation still by Scots Hoose

Click here to watch the animation. 

GALASHIELS 
HEARTLAND OF THE 
BORDERS WELCOMES 
NEW MEMBERS 

More and more businesses and community organisations are 
joining the Galashiels Heartland of the Borders website, building a 
comprehensive directory of what’s available in our town. One of the 
new members is the Galashiels Men’s Shed.

The Men's Shed is a fully kitted workshop for projects big or small,
and there is always someone available to lend a hand or give some
advice on a build. For as little as £1 per visit, you can sign up for
a space in the workshop. Some of the work is available to buy
locally at Why Not? in Channel Street, Galashiels, also a member of
Galashiels Heartland of the Borders.

WELCOME TO THE MEN'S SHED

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NvUpiZWMW3E
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WALKS AROUND 
GALASHIELS

Our town is enveloped in beautiful countryside, which is there for 
everyone to make the most of. 

As part of the town’s website, many popular walks and cycle 
routes have been included as easy to use trails, for example the 
Buckholm Circular Walk, which will take you through different kinds 
of landscapes, including picturesque views of the rolling hills of the 
Scottish Borders.

Take in the views on the Buckholm Circular Walk.

Click here to view the walking trails on the 
Galashiels Heartland of the Borders website.

FUTURE–FACING GALA A SIGN OF THINGS THAT COULD COME 

As part of the Build a Better Gala 2 project, the look of several 
vacant properties in the town was improved by work undertaken 
by local cleaners, painters, designers and signage companies. The 
project was managed by Energise Galashiels Trust, funded by South 
of Scotland Enterprise and Scottish Borders Council.

It is hoped that, with a fresh new look, the properties are more
appealing to business owners looking for a town centre location.

Energise Galashiels Trust would like to thank everyone involved in 
the project, including the volunteers who gave their time.

https://galashielsheartland.org.uk/trail_type/town-trails/
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THE HEARTLAND 
MARKET

The Heartland Market launched in March 2022 and proved to be 
very successful, with an estimated 2,500 attendees in March, and a 
steady flow of visitors over the subsequent months’ events.

Feedback from local businesses indicates that market customers 
visited shops, bars, and cafés in the town too, demonstrating the 
impact town-based events can have on trade.
 
The Heartland Market was supported by Energise Galashiels Trust.

Locally-made gin at the Heartland Market.

Channel Street on market day.
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BIKE DECORATING COMPETITION
The Tour Series Event held in Galashiels at the start of May 2022 
was a great success. Hundreds of people came to see the races, and 
many took part in some of the activities organised across the town 
by different groups. These included a pump track, cycling and art 
workshops, a street entertainer and live music.

Energise Galashiels Trust organised a bike decorating competition. 
Thank you to everyone who took part. The Trust also hosted a 
window dressing competition for the town's businesses and we 
were delighted to see how many took part and the effort they all 
put in into decorating their shop windows in a cycling theme. Well 
done to the winner, Edelweiss.

Bike decorated by Langlee Youth Club (presented by Will and Russell Wilson) 

TOUR SERIES 
SUCCESS

Bike decorated by Lana Turner

Above: 
Floral decorated bicycle  
by Guess What?

Top Right: Bike decorated by the Crow Family
Bottom Right: Bike decorated by Chloe T.
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MI REWARDS NEW REWARDS PROGRAMME HAS 
LAUNCHED IN GALASHIELS
 
The Mi Rewards programme launched in Galashiels this year, the 
first town in the south of Scotland to run a shop local scheme open 
to all businesses and customers.

This town loyalty programme will hopefully encourage everyone 
to shop in town and support local businesses. Customers are 
automatically entered into local and national prize draws and 
businesses taking part in the scheme can hold their own prize draws 
too. 

Click here to find out more 
about Mi Rewards.

A TRISHAW FOR GALA There was an air of excitement around Wilkie Gardens, Eildon 
Housing Association’s Extra Care Housing development this year 
when the Trust launched the town's Cycling Without Age Scotland 
programme, with its first Trishaw, ‘Galavanter.’

Cycling Without Age is a global initiative that began in Denmark in 
2012 and has now spread to 40 countries. The idea is for trained 
volunteers to take people on cycle rides in their local area on 
specially designed trishaws. The ethos is to give people “the right to 
wind in their hair, the right to experience towns, cities and nature 
close up, and giving people the opportunity to tell their story in the 
environment where they lived their lives.” 

June Pringle and Violet 
Donaldson, both  
tenants of Wilkie 
Gardens, said, “It was 
absolutely brilliant and 
we would definitely 
want to go on it again.”  
Violet added, “I loved 
it. It was a change from 
anything else and it was 
so great to be out in  
the fresh air.”

https://galashielsheartland.org.uk/mi-rewards/
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3 NEW DIGITAL TRAILS LAUNCHED

Energise Galashiels Trust is delighted to have launched 3 new trails 
which will encourage locals and visitors to walk around the town 
and find out more about what is on offer.

The Galashiels Town Trail, which you might be aware of already, 
was created decades ago and has now been digitised. This trail 
showcases 20 locations across the town that are of importance to 
the town's heritage and history.

The Children's Trail 
presents plenty of 
activities that the 
younger members of our 
community and visitors 
can take part in. Some 
of the locations include 
downloadables to create 
even more fun.

GALASHIELS DIGITAL 
TRAILS

Click here to explore 
the new digital trails online.

Right: 
Old Gala House, one of several 
places of interest highlighted on 
the Galashiels Town Trail.

Galashiels Town Trail, illustrated by Melissa Learmonth.

https://galashielsheartland.org.uk/visitor-trails/
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The Children's Trail features local activities for kids. Illustrations by Lisa Ainslie.

Lastly, the Architectural Trail is a celebration of the rich history and 
architecture of Galashiels. This trail encourages locals and visitors 
to consider architecture in a different way, by looking up at the 
buildings. For locals who have walked past these buildings many 
times, this trail will encourage them to see the buildings from a new 
perspective and learn more about their history. 

The Architectural Trail was created in collaboration with the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects Scotland, the Edinburgh Architectural 
Association, retired local architect and planner Mark Douglas and 
local student architects Lara Gueldner and Sarah Lyons.

Postcards featuring 
the artwork created 
for the trail will 
be available from 
businesses in the 
town. A new postcard 
will launch every 
week – they'd make a 
great collection!

All of the sites have 
been fitted with a 
QR code that can 
be scanned to access 
more information 
about the location, 
hosted on the town's 
website. 

Far left: 
Laidlaw Court

Above:
Illustrated 
architectural trail 
postcards.

Left: 
Old Gala House 
illustration by 
Sarah Lyons



28 29

 MINESTERIAL VISIT Tom Arthur MSP, the 
Minister for Public 
Finance, Planning and 
Community Wealth, 
visited Galashiels on the 
31st of May 2022 to learn 
more about community 
wealth-building projects 
that have been taking 
place in the town. 

The Minister met  
members of the 
community involved 
in these projects, and 
attended the launch 
of Scotland's Town 
Partnership's Town 
Centre Action Plan 2 and the Heriot-Watt University School of 
Textiles and Design's graduate degree show.

THE GREAT TAPESTRY 
OF SCOTLAND

A GRAND OPENING

The Great Tapestry of Scotland opened its doors to the public in 
August 2021.

The opening exhibit in the purpose-built visitor centre, Iconic 
Scotland, featured the people’s story of Scotland through a series of 
quotes and images from over 40 national and local icons, pioneers 
and inspiring individuals. These included Sir Walter Scott, Outlander 
star Sam Heughan, brewing science pioneer and human rights activist 
Sir Geoff Palmer, actress Joanna Lumley, Shetland author Ann Cleeves, 
rugby hero Doddie Weir, Gala’s own Chris Paterson, Frightened 
Rabbit singer Scott Hutchison, NHS Borders Clinical Director Dr 
Jonathan Aldridge, Dalgetty Baker’s owner Craig Murray, Sinclair 
Duncan co-owner Debbie Paterson, Catherine Maxwell Stuart and 
sports broadcaster Jill Douglas.
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Gallery view inside the Great Tapestry of Scotland building.

Thank you
 to all our 

Volunteers!
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